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PRO V. Xix. 27. 


3 TO HEAR THE INSTRUCTION THAT CAUSETH 
TO ERR FROM THE WORDS OF KNOWLEDGE. 


T is the lot of man, through every ſtage of life, to be ſub- 
ject to error, and prone to fin. But, during the period of 
youth, the human mind is generally moſt unſuſpicious, and 
unwary, and conſequently moſt apt to be infected by any bad 
example, and moſt eafily miſled by any evil, ſpecious advice 
that falls in the way. £ 
It is therefore an office of peculiar kindneſs, and importance, 
and the part of a faithful judicious inſtructor, to guard, fortify, 
and ſecure, as much as poſſible, the young, and unexperienced 
againſt the dangers that continually beſet them, either in their 
principles, or their morals. To effect this ſeems to have been 
one grand deſign of the inſpired author of this invaluable book 
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of Proverbs, many parts of which are addreſſed to young per- 
ſons in a manner moſt admirably calculated to enlighten, and 
direct the underſtanding, and to affect, to warm, and impreſs 
the heart. They breathe that tender concern, and ſolicitude, 
which a wiſe affectionate father naturally feels for the ſafety, 
and happineſs of a beloved ſon, juſt launching forth amidſt the 
ſnares and temptations of à diſſolute, and deceitful world. 
How unfeeling, and unwiſe muſt that ſon be, who could deſpiſe, 
or forget ſuch intereſting cautions, ſuch kind, and gentle ex- 
hortations, as theſe, * My ſon, if ſinners entice thee, conſent 
* thou not.” My ſon, walk not thou in the way with them; 
* refrain thy foot from their path.” * Ceaſe, my ſon, to hear 
the inſtruCtion that cauſeth to err from the words of know- 
« ledge.” 

The words of knowledge, to which young men are thus 
earneſtly adviſed to adhere, moſt evidently relate to ſome know- 
ledge of diſtinguiſhed value, and importance: and it may not 
be improper to obſerve, that there is a peculiarity in the lan- 
guage, as well as the ſentiments, of Solomon, and other inſpired 
writers. They not only deliver many moſt important truths, 
utterly unnoticed, and unknown, by the wiſeſt Philoſophers of 
Pagan antiquity; but they alſo uſe ſeveral words, and phraſes 


in a ſenſe materially different both from the vulgar, and philo- 
ſophical acceptation of them. 


By other writers, Underſlanding, and Knowleage are uſually 
ſpoken 


BEL 


ſpoken of as qualities, and attainments of the Head, and con- 


ſidered as having their only ſeat there, But Solomon, and 
other inſpired writers, frequently mention underſtanding, or 
knowledge, as a property, or faculty of 'the Heart, as 1 it's 
Frincipal ſeat, and throne there. 

In common diſcourſe, and common authors we often hear, 
and read of a wiſe and underſtanding Head, but in the ſacred 
writers we read of * the wiſe-hearted, and the underſtandiag 
Heart *. | 

This knowledge that reſides in the Heart, chiefly diſplays it's 
power, and efficacy, not merely in rectifying the notions, but in 
purifying the affections, controuling the paſſions, and ſo habi- 
tually influencing, and regulating the tempers, principles, and 
conduct of men, as to render them moſt pleaſing to God, moſt 
productive of peace, comfort, and happineſs to themſelves, and 
all around them. Th:s is the knowledge that exceeds, infinitely 
exceeds, in value, and importance, all the other knowledge that 
we can poſſibly attain, and may be called rather divine, than 
human. For it has Gop for it's grand object, with all his glo- 
rious attributes, and ſacred will, and that not merely in a /þe- 
culative but practical view. This is that true knowledge, that 
wiſdom from above, which is not to be attained, like other 
learning, and ſcience, by the ſole efforts of human genius, or 
the dim twilight of unaſſiſted reaſon. 


 * Exod, xxviii. 3. 1 Kings iii. 12. Job xxxvii. 24. Prov. viii. 5. 
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The wiſdom of the Head may, in great meaſure, be infuſed, 
or increaſed by man's ſkill, and labour, but the wiſdom of the 
Heart is from Gop. If we conſult our beſt intereſts, as we 
ought, we ſhould neither liſten to any ſuggeſtions of our own 
hearts, nor to any inſtructions from others, that may cauſe us 
to err from the words of this moſt exalted, and invaluable 
knowledge. But whilſt we thus earneſtly contend for the ſu- 


| perior importance, and neceſſity of this knowledge, it is not our 


deſign to overlook the value, or diſcourage the purſuit of. all 
other. We wiſh to excite, and ſecure the higheſt attention, 
and preference, as due to this, but not to have all other deſpiſed, 
or neglected. Many other kinds of knowledge have ſome de- 
gree of pleaſure, or utility to recommend them; though ſome 
have comparatively little, or no worth at all. Some too there are, 
which it would not be prudent, were it in our power, to attain, 
and ſome into which divine wiſdom has forbidden us, as it did 
our ſirſt parents to intrude; the knowledge of thoſe ſecret 
<« things which belong unto Gop, and are not yet revealed to 
« vs, and our children.” 1.00! 4367 ,v 

But, with theſe exceptions, it is highly proper, eſpecially in 


* 


the earlier periods of life, to cultivate every ſpecies of learning, 


and knowledge, which we have opportunity, talents, and leiſure 
to attain, and which have ſufficient worth fully to reward us 
for the time, and pains beſtowed in the cultivation. It is 


therefore to be lamented that many in the world, and ſome too 


in 


1 8 
in places conſecrated to Science and Religion, are found to ex- 
clude themſelves from the moſt valuable acquiſitions and im- 
provements, by their extreme indolence, diſſipation and licen- 
tiouſneſs. They think it too much trouble to ſor, and what 
wonder if they do not reap; or, at beſt, they ſow but ſpar- 
ingly, and therefore reap alſo ſparingly. Happy would it be 
for all ſuch, if they would be perſuaded | to. confider betimes 
the infinite folly and danger of their conduct: what diſgrace, 
what remorſe, what miſery, they are preparing for:themſelves': 
what poignant grief, what bitter diſappointment, they muſt 
occaſion to their beſt friends; who had formed the moſt ſan- 


guine hopes, and the moſt nnn v e of _ 


things from them. 

Alas ! how often has ſack thoughtleſs, lab ey 
gate behaviour in a ſon, made the deepeſt wounds in a father's 
heart, and even brought down his grey hairs with 1 to 
the grave! | 

It is LIVER to guard young minds, not only againſt the 
infection of ſupineneſs, diflipation, and ignorance; but alſo 
_ againſt the dangerous ſnares, the ſedueing inſtructions, which 
learning itſelf too often throws in their way. Let no alarm 
or offence be haſtily taken at this reflection; of the nature and 
utility of thoſe ſtudies that are moſt liberally encouraged, and 
moſt ardently purſued by many in this place, we are well aware. 
May every mw of polite learning, every branch of abſtract 


Science, 
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Science, of Experimental Philoſophy and Natural Hiſtory, 
ever flouriſh, as they do, amongſt us, ſo long as they are not 
made inſtrumental to the neglect of religious knowledge; to 
corrupting the purity, or impeding the progreſs and reception 
of divine truths, as revealed in the ſacred Scriptures ! 

Far be it from us to throw an indiſcriminate cenſure on 
human learning. It is not the 3, but the abuſe of it we 
mean to blame, and wiſh to prevent. 

One favorite ſcience amongſt us has been ſeverely con- 
demned, as too often leading its intenſe ſtudents to Infidelity, 


Scepticiſm, or Hereſy. A charge of this nature was brought, 


many years ago, by a very learned, pious, and amiable Prelate *, 
againſt the Mathematicians of his age. It has been lately re- 
vived by a writer of very uncommon parts and extenſive know- 
ledge, no doubt through his zeal for the Chriſtian faith, 
though he is himſelf converſant in the ſcience, and has can- 
didly acknowledged the uſe and efficacy of it, even in Theolo- 
gical writings, as diſplayed by a moſt able orthodox divine 4, 
towards the cloſe of the laſt century. Too true it is, that 
there, have been, and ſtill are, ſome perſons of eminence in 
Mathematical learning, who have unhappily diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves by Prophaneneſs, Scepticiſm, or Hereſy; and by their in- 
fectious examples, and evil inſtructions, have too often cauſed 


others to err from the words of knowledge. 
0 ai] A This 


* Bp. Berkley. | TP. | 
+ The Rev. Wm. Jones. See Letters from a Tutor to his Pupils. | 
1 Dr. Barrow. | 
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This we cannot but confeſs, and moſt ſincerely lament: 
But what then? If ſome men will pervert an uſeful ſcience to 
a bad purpoſe, where ought we in candor or juſtice to lay the 
blame ? Surely not on the ſcience itſelf ; but on the men, who 
through weakneſs of judgment, or pride of underſtanding, or 
corruption of heart, thus diſgracefully pervert and abuſe it. 
All, however, have not done this: very far from it. We are 


happy to obſerve, for the honor of our Univerſity, and the 


credit of the Science, that ſome of its moſt eminent votaries 
are the firmeſt believers of Revelation, and zealous advocates 
for the diſtinguiſhing doctrines of Chriſtianity, as taught in the 
Scriptures, and held by our own national Church, and by moſt 

other reformed churches, through every country in Europe. 
Mathematical ſtudies are, undoubtedly, the moſt conducive 
to the improvement of the intellectual faculties, and beſt 
adapted to prepare the mind for every other purſuit, or ſtudy, 
where accurate diſtinction and long-continued attention are 
requiſite to inveſtigate, and aſcertain the truth, Yet to pre- 
vent the evils juſt complained of, it is certainly expedient that 
young perſons of liberal education ſhould be frequently ad- 
viſed, and habituated to conſider, and diſtinguiſh well the dif- 
ferent kinds of evidence that are to be expected, and obtained 
on the different ſubjects of Science and Religion *. For if 
they 


One of the acuteſt Mathematicians of the laſt century, the celebrated Pas- 
CAL, juſtly eſteemed it a peculiar happineſs that he was taught from his earlieſt 


years 
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they are not, the powers of Reaſon may be gradually ſtrength- 
ened to the injury of Revelation; and may be armed, and ex- 
erted, as they too often have been, in oppoſition to the ſacred 
authority of that Almighty and gracious Being who gave them. 

Pn1LosoPay has many charms to attract, and many to re- 
ward the attention of liberal inquiſitive minds, and her zealous 
admirers will hardly ſuffer her to be ſpoken againſt. Her 
claim to their high regard and attachment we readily admit, 
whenever ſhe is, what ſhe always ſhould be, ſubſervient to 
RELIGION. Indeed ſhe often has been ſo, and therefore de- 
ſervedly called her handmaid ; but, for ſome years paſt, ſhe 
ſeems to have been made a little too proud by ſome modern 
improvements, and has been taught to caſt an angry, ſcornful 
eye at her divine Miſtreſs, becauſe ſhe too will not as readily 
accept of ſome boaſted improvements which have been offered 
her, and which (in the judgment of her beſt votaries) ſhe has 
good reaſon to reject. Sound Philoſophy, it has been fre- 
quently and juſtly obſerved, can never be an enemy to true 


Religion. But there formerly were, and there ſtill are, various 


kinds of deluſive philoſophy, fanciful, obſcure metaphyſics, 
ſabtle logic, and ſcience falſely fo called, too prevalent in the 
world. 


years the greateſt reverence for Religion, by his excellent father, who laid it 
down as a rule, That whatever was an object of Faith could not be an object of 
Reaſon, much leſs ought to be ſubjected to the narrow faculties of the human un- 
derſtanding. He conſidered Libertines and Freethinkers as a ſet of men totally 
ignorant of the very nature of Religion, and miſled by this falſe principle, that 
human reaſon is above all things. Life of Paſcal, by Jeſſup, p. 19. 
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world. All theſe are highly injurious to the progreſs of divine 
truth, and too often cauſe men to err from the words of 
knowledge, revealed in the ſacred Scriptures. It is well known 
that in different ages of the Church the religion of Chriſt has 
been much. corrupted by the bigotted adherents to different 
ſyſtems of Philoſophy. | 

This evil began very early, and gave much concern to an 
eminent Apoſtle, who would neither ſuffer others to blend the 
Goſpel of his divine Maſter with human Philoſophy, nor him- 
ſelf to preach it with the enticing words of man's wiſdom ; 
not becauſe he was a ſtranger either to ſuch learning, or to 
ſuch eloquence. He had ſo much of the former as to be once 
charged with madneſs through exceſs of it, and enough of the 
latter to gain the applauſe of a celebrated heathen Critic. 
But St. Paul too well underſtood the true nature and intereſt 
of the bleſſed Goſpel, to allow of ſuch an heterogeneous mix- 
ture, and ſuch an improper alliance. He ſaw clearly the miſ- 
chief ariſing from it, and therefore gave this earneſt caution 
to the Coloſſians, (ii. 8.) © Beware leſt any man ſpoil you 
through Philoſophy and vain deceit, after the rudiments of 
this world, and not after Chriſt.” 

Is there not great cauſe to inculcate the ſame caution on 
young minds in theſe days, when ſome Philoſophers and phi- 
loſophizing Divines are induſtriouſly ſpreading ſuch a variety 
of errors through the land ; ſome of which are totally repug- 
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7 to the eſſential doctrines of the Goſpel ; others to the 


firſt principles of the oracles of Gop, and, we might add, to 


the very firſt dictates of ſound reaſon. | 
The age in which we live has been loudly extolled by many 


as a moſt liberal, knowing, and enlightened one, and may, in 


ſome views, deſerve the appellation . Yet amidſt all the 


| boaſted light and knowledge of this age, how many are to be 


found, in all ranks of life, walking in groſs ignorance and 
darkneſs, involved in the thickeſt miſts of error, and living, 
as men without hope, and without Gop in the world. What 
ſtrange, falſe notions do they entertain of Gop, themſelves, and 
their duty? 

We are told of one, whoſe exquiſite genius has ſo com- 
pletely ſurmounted all vulgar notions and popular prejudices, 
all fear of the world, as well as all fear of Gop, that he is 
not content (with the Pſalmiſt's fool) to ſay in his heart 
e there is no Gop;“ but he proclaims his Atheiſm aloud, boaſts 


of 


* A writer of diſtinguiſhed piety and benevolence, united to an extenſive com- 
merce and acquaintance with the world, has the following remark: “ We have 
been complimented with the name of a Nation of Philoſophers ; it will be of much 
greater moment to us to be a Nation of Chriſtians. Our cuſtoms and manners of 
Jate years, however deep our reſearches have been, are of a mundane complexion, 
with leſs regard to the final condition of man, than is conſiſtent even with good 
ſenſe, much leſs with the religious light which we enjoy. The great law of con- 
ſideration reſpecting a life to come, has not operated with energy, nor in a man- 


ner conſiſtent with our character as Philoſophers,” See Hanway's Comprehen- 


five View of Sunday Schools, Pref. p. 9. 


n) ; 
of it as an honor almoſt peculiar to himſelf, and thus glories 
in his ſhame. What a Phenomenon is this! An infidel Philo- 
ſopher in an enlightened age, and a Chriſtian country | — 
Cicero, though an Heathen, would have pitied, or deſpiſed 
ſuch a man as a Barbarian, and Seneca would have abhorred 
his impiety. ; 

Others there are, who profeſs a belief in Revelation, and a 
peculiar regard for the Goſpel, and yet deny and oppoſe ſome 
of it's moſt diſtinguiſhing doctrines, ſuch as the blindneſs and 
depravity of fallen man ; his utter inability to do the will of 
Gop, and fave himſelf ; the neceſſity of redemption through 
the precious blood of the Son of Gop, and of the aſliſtance of 
the Holy Spirit to enlighten his underſtanding, to purify his 
heart, and to lead him ſafe through all the dangers and temp- 
tations of this world, to the glory and happineſs of a better. 

It is much to be lamented, that ſome perſons of conſider- 
able parts and learning have exerted all their talents and zeal 
in oppoſition to theſe ſcriptural truths, and to the divinity of 
Chriſt and the Holy Spirit. 

It is, we conceive, of great importance, that young minds 
ſhould be guarded againſt their infectious converſation and 
writings ; that they ſhould be encouraged to ſearch the Scrip- 
tures for themſelves, with attention, humility, and fervent 
prayer for the guidance of the ſpirit of truth, by which alone 
they can be effeCtually ſecured from all dangerous errors in 


principle and conduct. 
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It is proper to remind them, that they muſt ever be careful 
to add to their faith virtue; that whatever knowledge they at- 
tain, it will profit them little without that knowledge which 
influences the heart and life, and leads them to obey the will 
of God, as revealed by his bleſſed ſon Jeſus Chriſt. 

It has been well obſerved, When the tree of knowledge 
is not planted by the tree of life, and ſucks not up ſap from 
thence, it may be as well fruitful with evi as with good, and 


bring forth bitter fruit as well as ſweet.” 


May the Father of lights, from whom cometh every good 
and perfect gift, grant to us all ſuch a knowledge of himſelf, 
and of his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, as may lead us to eternal life, 
through his merits and interceſſion, who hath loved us, and 
waſhed us in his own blood ; to whom be glory, with the Fa- 
ther and the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. 


SERMON 


S ER M O N II. 


MAT T. xxii. 42. 
WHAT THINK YE OF CHRIST ? WHOSE SON Is HE ? 


J 7 ERY conciſe, but very important queſtions theſe ! As 

we are met to.commemorate the birth of that glorious 
perſon to whom they relate, it will not, I truſt, be either un- 
ſeaſonable or uſeleſs for any one here to conſider well how he 
ſhould anſwer them, ſuppoſing they were addreſſed to himſelf. 
For as moſt of us have long profeſſed ourſelves Chriſtians, 
and have made, or ought to have made, conſiderable profi- 


diency in ſcriptural knowledge, would it not be very ſtrange, 


and diſgraceful in us to be found at a loſs for a full and proper 
anſwer to this ſhort and fundamental enquiry, “ What think 
we of Chriſt? Whoſe ſon is he?“ Vet there are, we may fear, 
too many who have thought but little, very little, on this ſub- 
ject ; poſſibly too there may be ſome, who fancy themſelves 


not unſkilful in the word of Gop, and are yet involved in great 


Ignorance, or what is worſe, great error about it. | 
Such, at leaſt, was the caſe of thoſe perſons to whom the 

words of the text were originally addreſſed; they were a ſet of 

proud, conceited, malicious Phariſees, who had been ſtarting 


difficulties to our bleſſed Saviour, in hopes to entangle, and 


expoſe 
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expoſe Him, but taken, as it were, in their own ſnare, they ſadly 
expoſed themſelves; for we learn from the ſacred Hiſtorian that 
our Saviour had one day anſwered ſeveral of their inſidious 
queſtions, much to their aſtoniſhment, and confuſion ; and 
afterwarcs, obſerving theſe Phariſees gathered together, he 
thought proper to propoſe a queſtion, or two in his turn, and 
aſked them, What think ye of Chriſt? Whoſe ſon is he?” 
They anſwered readily, (as the writings of their Prophets had 
plainly taught them,) the ſon of David.” Their anſwer was 
certainly very true, and, as they ſeem to have flattered them- 
ſelves, a very full, and complete one. But, in this laſt reſpect, 
they much deceived themſelves, and betrayed their ignorance. 
For, in conſequence of their anſwer, our Saviour immediately 
urges them with this difficulty, © How then doth David in ſpirit 
call him Lord, ſaying, The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, fit thou on 
my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footſtool ; if 
David then call him Lord, how is he his ſon?” 
Hence it appears that our Saviour did not diſapprove of their 
account of the pedigree, and deſcent of the Meſſiah as falſe 
and erroneous, but as partial, and defective, as falling ſhort of 
the full force, and import of his queſtion. For had the an- 
ſwer they ſo eaſily gave been a full, and complete one, ſurely 
his queſtion had been of a very inſignificant, and trifling na- 
ture. But ſuppoſing that Chriſt was indeed, what they appre- 
hended him to be, nothing more than the ſon of David, no- 
thing higher than mere man, how then would they reconcile 
this 
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this with David's own expreſſions, where ſpeaking through the 
unerring inſpiration of the Holy Spirit, he called Chriſt his 
Lord.” To reconcile theſe two points was the difficulty, the 
only difficulty, attending our Saviour's queſtion. Which of 
them all do we find capable of ſolving it? Where now are 
their boaſted ſcribes? or what is become of that forward, ſaga- 
cious lawyer, who had juſt before ſtood up ſo boldly interro- 
gating, and tempting our Saviour? What! could not he anſwer 
it? Dare none of them attempt it? No, ſtrange as it may ſeem, 
not one out of all thoſe conceited, haughty ſcorners had the 
courage to attack this ſingle difficulty. They all ſtrongly con- 
feſſed by their ſilence, and their fears, their utter inability to 
ſolve it, © No man (ſays our Evangeliſt) was able to anſwer 
him a word, neither durſt any man from that day forth aſk him 

any more queſtions.” Was ever Phariſaic pride, and inſolence 
more completely humbled, and vanquiſhed? Was ever the wiſ- 
dom of man more fully proved to be fooliſhneſs with Gop ? 
O ye ſcribes! ye lawyers ! ye ſubtle diſputers of this world! how 
often have ye been found wretchedly ignorant, and blind in 
ſpiritual things! how often have ye taken away the key of 
knowledge, <* ſhut up the kingdom of heaven againſt men, 
neither going in yourſelves, nor ſuffering them that were en- 
tering to go in “.“ | 

Let us now endeavor to inveſtigate the grand cauſe which 
rendered the difficulty in our Saviour's queſtion ſo perplexing, 
and inſuperable to theſe unbelieving Phariſees. The Jews, in 


general, 
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general, had always entertained much too confined, and partial 
views, much too mean, unworthy notions of the true nature, 
and perſonal dignity of Chriſt, as well after as before his ap- 
pearance amongſt them in the fleſh. Though he was really, 
and eminently the Son of Gop, they conſidered. him in no 
higher light than the ſon of man, the ſon, of Joſeph and Mary. 
Thus we find when they were once. aſtoniſhed at the wiſdom, 
and the mighty works he diſplayed, they {till retained: their 
prejudices, and refuſed to believe in him as the Chriſt the Son 
of Gop that came down from heaven, but cried out with equal 
ignorance, and ſurpriſe. .*© Is not this the carpenter's ſon? Is 
not his mother called Mary .“ | 

Much the ſame partial, unworthy notions which here occa- 
ſioned their unbelief, were, I apprehend, the real occaſion of the 
perplexity of the Phariſees, and their inability to ſolve the ſeem- 
ing difficulty that aroſe from the enquiry in the text. They 
had conſidered their promiſed Meſſiah in no other, or higher 
light than merely the ſon of David. But had they been accuſ- 
tomed to more ſpiritual, and exalted conceptions of the glorious 
Redeemer of mankind, had they conſidered him not only as the 
fon of man, but as the Son of 'Gop in the moſt eminent and 
proper ſenſe of the phraſe; in ſhort, had they conſidered him as 
Lord and Gop, as well as man, they had then eaſily diſcerned, 
and removed the ſeeming inconſiſtency between their firſt an- 
{wer and the ſecond queſtion which our Saviour urged: to them, 
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between Chriſt being both David's „on, and David's Lord. 
Whence could the difficulty ſtarted from a paſſage in one of 
the Pſalms be ſo very alarming, and inſuperable to the Phari- 
ſees, but on this principle, their utter ignorance, or diſbelief of 
the divine nature of Chrift? I freely confeſs on any other prin- 
ciple® but this, it appears to me quite unaccountable. 

Theſe words of David, the Lord ſaid unto my Lord, fit 
thou on my right hand till I make thine enemies thy footſtool,” 
have often been conſidered as a prediction of the divinity of 
Chriſt; and I cannot ſee any ſufficient reaſon to cenſure that 
conſtruction of them; nay, it ſeems very probable that our Sa- 
viour himſelf cited them with a view to lead the Phariſees into 
the diſcernment, and confeſſion of that important doctrine; but 
they proved on this, (as on many other occaſtons) much too 
blind to perceive, or too perverſe to embrace, and acknowledge 
the truth. Had not the minds of the Jews been blinded, had 
there not been a vail upon their heart, when the writings of 
their Prophets were read, they would, I apprehend, have ſeen 
very ſufficient proofs in them as well of the divine, as the hu- 
man nature of Chriſt. 

The preſent time will not admit of my referring to many of 
them; but I would offer to your peculiar attention this paſſage 
from the evangelical Prophet Ifaiah ix. 6. Unto us a Child is 
born, unto us a Son is given, and the government ſhall be upon 
his ſhoulder, and his Name ſhall be called Wonderful, Coun- 
ſellor, the mighty Gop, the everlaſting Father, the Prince of 


Peace.” 
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Feace.” Theſe words evidently contain a moſt clear prediction 
of the birth of Chriſt, and a full, diſtinct, and beautiful deſcrip- 
tion of his important Character, and perſonal Dignity. Amongſt 
the ſeveral magnificent titles which are here aſcribed to 
him, there is one in particular, that of the mighty Gop ” which 
ſurely amounts to a full proof of Chriſt's real, and proper di- 
vinity, and (may I not add) of his equality as Gop, with Gop 
the Father. I know how ſtrangely certain Socinian writers 
have laboured to deſtroy the whole force of this expreſſion by 
the moſt unnatural conſtruction, and the moſt unwarrantable 
tranſlation. | | 
I know too what artful refinement a celebrated Arian, or 
Semi-arian writer has had recourſe to in order ſomewhat to 
lower it's ſenſe, and leſſen it's genuine force, though he admits 
it as a ſufficient declaration of the divinity of Chriſt *. For this 
refinement he aſſigns no reaſon, nor can any, as I apprehend, 
be aſſigned, except one, which he might rather chooſe to ſup- 
preſs, I mean, his favorite notion, his darling prejudice, which 
would not ſuffer him to admit the equality of Gop the Son 
with Gop the Father; though he thereby incurred, and juſtly 
enough, the heavy imputation of ſetting up /wo Gops, a ſu- 
perior, and inferior one. Alas! how ſtrangely does prejudice 
blind, and expoſe men, making them ſtrain at a gnat whilſt 
they ſwallow a camel. 
Further, it is the privilege of us Chriſtians, that we enjoy, 
in the writings of the Evangeliſts, and Apoſtles, a ſtill more 
clear, and ample deſcription of the character of our bleſſed 
| Re- 
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Redeemer, ſtill brighter diſcoveries of his. perſonal Dignity, 
Majeſty, and Divinity. Let not our eyes be ſhut againſt the 
light of the Goſpel. For if that light which is, or ſhould be, 
in us be darkneſs, how great is that darkneſs! Notwithſtanding, 
all the groſs, unnatural conſtructions, and all the refined, art- 
ful evaſions invented by ancient, and revived. by modern illuſ- 
trators of the holy Scriptures, I will venture to affirm that if 
any fair, candid man. will only read with due attention, and 
underſtanding the firſt: chapter of St. John's Goſpel, he will 
find ſufficient declaration, and ample proof as well of the 
divine, as the human nature of our bleſſed Lord; and may in 
that view be enabled to give a full, and proper anſwer to this 
enquiry, ** What think ye of Chriſt? Whoſe ſon is he?” 

It ſeems too, highly. proper and expedient that the Scriptures 
ſhould have been ſo full and clear in the declaration of this 
important fundamental doctrine. If Jeſus Chriſt were, as ſome 
contend, no more than mere man, 1. e..a mere creature, it 
were evidently idolatry to offer up any divine worſhip to him; 
and on that ſuppoſition I cannot ſee how we can acquit the 
firſt martyr, St. Stephen, of idolatry, in offering up to him.in 
his expiring moments that ardent. prayer, Lord Jeſus, re- 
ceive my ſpirit.” 

But let us not be afraid to imitate his example in worſhip- 
ping the only-begotten Son of Gop. For we are aſſured from 
good authority, when Gop the Father brought in the firſt- 
begotten into the world, he ſaid, ** Let all the angels of Gop 
worſhip him.“ 

Bleſſed: 


( 

Bleſſed Jeſu! Are the angels commanded to worſhip thee? 
Do they pay thee homage in heaven ? And ſhall man (proud, 
blind man) diſdain to pay thee homage upon earth? Shall duſt 
and aſhes preſume to rob thee of thy divine attributes and ho- 
nors? O Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in thee we believe; help thou 
our unbelief: ſubdue the pride, and enlighten the darkneſs of 
our underſtandings. Grant that whenever we hear or read 
thy holy Scriptures, the vail may be taken away from our 
hearts; ſo that we may clearly ſee the glorious diſcoveries, and 


joyfully embrace the ſaving truths of thy Goſpel. O Lord, 
teach us by thy Holy Spirit, to know and acknowledge, to 


adore and love thee, as we ought, as our mighty Gon, and 


merciful Saviour. Thou art the Lamb that was ſlain from 


the foundation of the world. O! give us the moſt tively and 
grateful ſenſe of thine infinite condeſeenſion and love, in com- 
ing down from heaven to viſit us here in great humility; 
and grant that at thy ſecond coming to judge the world, 


we may be found acceptable in thy fight, and. through thy 


gracious interceſſion be admitted info the kingdom of our 
heavenly Father. There may we join with angels, and arch- 
angels, and all the company of heaven, in the glorious, tranſ- 
porting employment of hymning thy praiſes, and ſaying, 
_< Bleſſing, and Honour, and Glory, and Power, be unto him 


that ſitteth upon the enn and unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever! 


| 
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